THE PARADOX OF PROPHECY
of intervening in the course of affairs, or in other
words must adopt the ideal of the pure professor;
or else, if he wishes to speak out and to have
the satisfaction of saying "I told you so!" after
the event, he must stipulate that his prophecies
of ill shall not be prematurely credited. Thus
he must put himself in the position of Cassandra.
For should he be believed, his warnings may be
acted on, and then will, almost certainly, alter
the course of events which they tried to predict;
and thus they will falsify themselves.
Such prophecy therefore would seem to involve
a very pretty paradox* It will not do to pooh-
pooh the prophet of evil. For to disbelieve him
(and to act accordingly) is the surest way to
justify him. He must be believed, or else the evils
he foresees will come to pass. Thus his prophecies
will be either true or useful, but not both.
Prophecies which come true are never credible
and quite useless, while prophecies which come
false may be worthy of all credence and may
prove extremely valuable. This throws a new
light on the universal human practice of stoning
true prophets and honouring the false. Cassandra
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